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CABINET ADVISORY PANEL A 
Monday 24 October 2016

CABINET
Thursday 27 October 2016

AGENDA

1. Apologies for Absence 

2. Declarations of Interest 
To receive declarations of interest from Members including the 
terms(s) of the Grant of Dispensation (if any) by the Audit Board or 
Managing Director. 

3. Confirmation of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 8 September 
2016 (Pages 1 - 10)

4. Urgent Items 
The Chairman will announce his decision as to whether there are any 
urgent items and their position on the agenda. 

ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION IN PUBLIC

5. To receive the Minutes of the Cabinet Advisory Panel held on 24 
October 2016 
To follow 

6. References from Committees 
None at this stage. 

6A.  Traffic Congestion in Dartford: Reference from Joint 
Transportation Board (Pages 11 - 12)

SD (IS)

Summary:

This report presents a reference from the Joint 
Transportation Board drawing the Cabinet’s attention to the 
ongoing issue of traffic congestion in the Borough, the 
implications of this for residents and businesses and asks 
that pressure is brought to bear on the relevant bodies to 
alleviate the situation.



Recommendation:

That the ongoing issue of traffic congestion in the Borough 
and the associated implications be considered and that 
Cabinet consider the options available to the Council with a 
view to ensuring that pressure is brought to bear on the 
relevant bodies to alleviate the situation.

6B.  New Cricket Pavilion in Hesketh Park, Dartford: Reference 
from the Scrutiny Committee (Pages 13 - 16)

SD (IS)

Summary:

At its meeting on 13 September 2016 [Min. No. 8 refers] the 
Scrutiny Committee resolved to refer to Cabinet for 
consideration; its concerns over the lack of clear and 
measurable outcomes in terms of meeting Corporate Plan 
Objectives, following the decision by Cabinet to invest £1M 
for the construction of a new cricket pavilion in Hesketh 
Park, Dartford [Cabinet Report of 12 June 2014 and Cabinet 
Mins. 7 and 14 [EXEMPT] refer].

Recommendations:

1. That Scrutiny Committee’s specific recommendations for 
measurable outcomes to support the Council’s Corporate 
Plan objectives as detailed in para. 3.4 of the report be 
considered.

2. That Cabinet’s decision be reported back to the Scrutiny 
Committee. 

A - Strategies, Policies, Key Decisions, Consultations

7. Local Scheme of Support for Council Tax (Pages 17 - 54) SD (IS)
Summary:

1. This is a Key Decision as it is significant in terms of its effects 
on communities living or working in an area of the Borough 
comprising two or more wards.

2. This report provides Members with the detailed results from 
the recent Council Tax Reduction Scheme consultation 
process and the findings from the revised Customer Access 
Review, and then presents revisions to the current scheme for 
Members’ approval, to be effective from 1 April 2017.

 



Recommendation:

That Cabinet approve the following resolution to the General 
Assembly of the Council:

1. That the Customer Access Review shown at Appendix 
C to the report be approved.

2. That the following amendments to the current scheme 
be made, with effect from 1 April 2017:

 The maximum level of support for 
working age claimants be reduced from 
81.5% to 80%;

 Family Premium be removed for new 
claimants;

 Backdating be reduced to one month;

 Use  a minimum level of income for self-
employed earners after two years of self-
employment;

 Reduce the period for which a person can 
be absent from Great Britain and receive 
discount to four weeks;

 Introduce a standard level of non-
dependent deduction of £10 for 
claimants;

 Restrict the maximum level of discount 
payable to a Band D charge;

 Remove Second Adult Reduction;

 Remove the award of a Work Related 
Activity Component for all claimants who 
claim Employment and Support 
Allowance on or after 1 April 2017;

 Limit the number of dependent children 
within the calculation for discount to a 
maximum of two;

 Remove the entitlement to discount for a 
claimant treated as not being habitually 
resident in Great Britain because they are 
a European Economic Area (EEA) 
Jobseeker;



 Introduce a scheme to help claimants 
suffering exceptional hardship. 

B - Non-Key Decisions, Monitoring Reports

8. CIL Contribution to the Kent Thameside Strategic Transport 
Programme (Pages 55 - 58)

SD (ES)

Summary:

The report proposes that the Council make a commitment to 
release a specific proportion of the Community Infrastructure 
Levy (CIL) payment arising from proposed development at 
Bluewater to the Strategic Transport Programme (STP). This 
proposal forms an interim arrangement in advance of setting 
formal procedures and future decision taking by Members on 
the allocation of Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) income 
to infrastructure projects. 

Recommendation:

That 43% (to a maximum of £1.283m index linked) of the net 
CIL receipts arising from development at Bluewater 
(DA16/01207/OUT) be directed to the Kent Thameside Strategic 
Transport Programme to fund highway improvements required 
to support development in the Borough of Dartford. 

9. Northern Gateway Pedestrian and Cycle Bridge (Pages 59 - 64) SD (IS)
Summary:

A feasibility study has been undertaken to provide a new 
pedestrian and cycle bridge over the River Darent to link major 
development sites in the Northern Gateway area. This report 
sets out the work and conclusions to date, the anticipated next 
steps and asks for delegated approval to take works forward 
as and when funding becomes available.

Recommendations:

1. That the feasibility study be noted.

2. That the Director of Internal Services be delegated to apply for 
outline and detailed matters planning consents, obtain 
quotations for detailed design and tenders for the works in due 
course.

3. That the Director of Internal Services be authorised to enter 
into negotiations with land owners, statutory or other bodies, 
and agree terms for licences or other legal agreements in 



consultation with the Head of Legal Services.

4. That the Director of Internal Services be authorised to pursue 
available external sources of funding, where required, to 
enable implementation of the scheme. 

10. Business Rate Pooling 2017/18 (Pages 65 - 68) SD (IS)
Summary:

This report seeks Members’ agreement for the Council to 
continue with the current business rate pool for 2017/18, 
providing this would significantly increase the proportion of 
business rates growth that would be retained by the Council, 
or to negotiate with Kent County Council and the other Kent 
districts to form a new pool if any of the existing members wish 
to withdraw.

Recommendations:

1. That Cabinet agrees to continue being a member of a Kent 
based business rate pool for 2017/18, providing it is financially 
beneficial to do so and subject to detailed arrangements.

2. That the detailed arrangements be delegated to the Strategic 
Director (Internal Services) in consultation with the Managing 
Director. 

11. Housing Annual Report for Tenants and Leaseholders 2015-2016 
(Pages 69 - 82)

SD (ES)

Summary:

1. Under the Government’s regulatory framework, the Council is 
required to complete an annual report to tenants and 
leaseholders which sets out how the housing service is 
performing and where improvements can be made.

2. This is the sixth housing annual report developed in 
consultation with the Dartford Borough Residents’ Forum 
(DBRF).  

3. Cabinet is asked to consider the contents of this report. 

Recommendation:

That the draft Housing Annual Report 2015-2016 for tenants 
and leaseholders attached at Appendix A to the report be 
approved.  



C - Items for Information, noting, endorsing

12. Revenue Budget Monitoring 2016/17 (Pages 83 - 92) SD (IS)
Summary:

To update Members on financial performance against the 
2016/17 budget to date for the General Fund and Housing 
Revenue Account.

Recommendation:

That Members note that the overall level of spend and income 
for the year is expected to be within the parameters of the 
budget. 

13. Capital Budget Monitoring 2016/2017 (Pages 93 - 104) SD (IS)
Summary:

To inform Cabinet of the progress to date on the projects 
which make up the approved Capital Budget and to report the 
latest position on capital resources.

Recommendations:

1. That Cabinet notes the progress made to date on the 2016/17 
Capital Programme.

2. That Cabinet notes the current position on the Capital 
Prudential Indicators, as shown in Appendix C to the report. 

14. Treasury Management Report 2016/2017 (Pages 105 - 118) SD (IS)
Summary:

1. To inform Cabinet of the investment performance of the 
Council’s internally and externally managed funds to 30 
September 2016.

2. To update the Treasury Indicators for the six months to 30 
September 2016.

Recommendations:

1. That Cabinet notes the investment performance of the 
Council’s funds. 

2. That Cabinet notes the half-year position of the Council’s 
Treasury Indicators. 



15. Ombudsman - Annual Review of Complaints 2015 - 2016 (Pages 
119 - 170)

SD (IS)

Summary:

To inform Cabinet of the Ombudsman’s Annual Review of 
Complaints 2015 - 2016.

Recommendation:

That Cabinet notes the Ombudsman’s Annual Review of 
Complaints 2015 - 2016 at Appendix A to the report and the 
corresponding data tables for the Council, at pages 24 and 37 
of Appendix A to the report. 


